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changing the color of democracy

Dear Member of the Presidential Commission on Election Administration,

| am Rashad Robinson, Executive Director of ColorOfChange.org, the nation’s largest
online Black civil rights organization. We appreciate the hard work of the Presidential
Committee on Election Administration to tackle the complex and important task of
improving the voting experience for all Americans.

Our members and voters across the country are fed up with long lines and unneces-
sary obstacles that make it harder to vote. Black and Latino voters waited nearly twice
as long as white voters to cast their ballots in 2012. | strongly urge you to make bold
recommendations for national standardization and reforms that employ technology to
ensure that every American who wants to can enjoy the freedom to vote.

To aid your efforts to improve the process for voters, we have collected personal stories
from our members about their voting experiences. Our members faced a wide range

of obstacles when trying to vote in the 2012 election from under-resourced polling sites
to reduced early voting hours to voter intimidation by poll watchers. Their comments
are included in the attached pages.

Not included for brevity’s sake are the several hundred comments we received from
members in states like Washington, California and Oregon stating their appreciation
for the ease and efficiency of vote by mail programs. We strongly encourage the
commission to include a recommendation that all states offer a vote by mail option
to their citizens.

As you make your recommendations, you surely will be reviewing many detailed and
complex reports about the voting experience across the 13,000 election districts in

this country. As you’re doing so, | urge you to read the stories from our members and
hear how election laws impact their lives.

Sincerely,

;

/
r

W ! ' I-
! .-r.‘-'\.--’j _'..f/:{':-\:wfh--

Rashad Robinson

OFFICE 510-663-4840 « WEBSITE ColorOfChange.org « TWITTER @ColorOfChange



ARTHUR B. | Hampton, GA
Long line, | had to stand up and | am disable and use
a walker.

LEN K. | DeBary, FL

| live in Florida. | voted early and it took an hour and
a half. We need to make voting easier by allowing
more days prior to the election. Governor Scott
eliminated days and shortened hours. Shame on him
and the ALEC controlled republican legislature.

SYLVIA M. | Charlotte, NC

| am disabled and | saw many disabled and elderly
like myself having t wait in long lines. People were
not considerate of our age or disability.

O G. | New York, NY

The 2012 Presidential election was the most disorga-
nized, over crowded, poorly handled voting experi-
ence | have ever had; it underminded the community.

ELISA G. | San Antonio, TX

| took a friend to vote. She is originally from Mexico,
but became a citizen a couple of years ago. She
wears indigenous clothes. She was the only one

in line who was asked for ID. | told the poll worker
that ID’s were not necessary. She argued with me. |
did report the polling place. Then | was speaking in
Spanish with my friend to help her know how to go
about voting. | was asked to stop talking out loud.
There is no doubt in my mind that my friend was
singled out to make voting difficult for her.

NANCY A. | Richmond, CA

| live in a small town in CA, and while they are pretty
friendly, they were disorganized and the lines were
longer than | expected. Their logistics were disorga-
nized and it took longer than necessary to process
people.

VIRGINIA F. | Cocoa, FL

We went to vote early, on Saturday, so we could be
sure our vote would be counted. There was a long
line outside the building and it was hot in Florida.
We waited outside and then inside a long corridor
that doubled back. People who were elderly had no
where to sit. We almost had to leave ourselves since
we are seniors and it was difficult to stand that long.
There were only a few voting booths that could be
used at one time.

GORDON B. | San Antonio, TX

| was difficult to see the signs possted. | also know of
multiple precints being lumped together, which was
confusing to some voters.

DEXTER L. | Jonesboro, GA
Too many people waiting over 6 hours. Many
gave up.

IAN D. | Cornelia, GA

| registered by mail 8 weeks before the elections.
When | arrived at the polling place for early voting,
the polling place had no record of me immediately
available. They had to dig around in multiple shoe-
box-sized files to find my record. | had to sign a pro-
visional ballot before | was allowed to vote. If | had
been a member of a minority or been easily discour-
aged or intimidated, | might not have voted that day.

ADAIR V. | Chicago, IL

When | walked into the library there was no one to
tell you to get a number (which they wrote numbers
on papers). People waiting in line told me to get a
number. So then | had to knock on a door and ask
for a number. After | got the number | went and sat
for 3 hours before my number was called and then |
went into the room where the voting machines were
and sat and waited another 10 to 15 minutes before

| was able to vote. | will ask for a mail in ballot for
now on. Sitting in a library for 3 1/2 hours does not
make any since and you can not eat or drink any-
thing. | am 60 years old and they need to do better.
And | mean a lot better.

GERALD F. | Dearborn Heights, Ml

Me and my wife were able to vote absentee. Our
daughter had problems because her signature did
not match the one on file so she was unable to vote.
Our city clerk is a republican.

NANCY M. | Sun City Center, FL

They had to double check my ballot and called in a
‘higher ranking’ authority before accepting it. The
worst thing was the documentation required to reg-
ister to vote; it took 3 months for me to be registered
to vote!!!

NICOLE C. | Peekskill, NY

First of all, they changed our polling place and no
one knew where it was. We went from place to place
and each poll worker sent us back to the next place.
Secondly, my husband and | registered at the same
time. | got my mailed registration confirmation but
he did not. He was visible online as being registered
but not in the polling place. They gave him a special
ballot but we received a letter that it had not been
accepted and his vote was not counted. We have no
idea why.

DANIEL Z. | New York, NY
Previously the space was large enough to handle the



half dozen precincts. the last election was in a space
where only one precinct could fit but still half dozen
precincts trying to get voting done. Not the workers
fault. NYC lower east side.

LINDA M.

We attempted to vote 4 times and the lines were

too lon,around and around the buildings.Finally we
decided we had to wait went towards the end of the
day,finally waited only one hour.Our voting days were
shortened just to disenfranchise large portions of the
populations.Disgusting tactics.

ED G. | Chicago, IL

During SOME elections there have been people that
harrass people attempting to vote. The law says
something about these people must keep 100 feet
away but that is not always honored.

STEVEN S. | Chesapeake, VA

Had to wait over almost 2 hours to vote. A very big
obstacle for most people. In this modern era, why is
voting still so antiquated and slow?

BARBARA W. | Cheltenham, PA

| never waited so long to vote in all my years of
voting. | believe there was a deliberate attempt to
frustrate people so they would not vote.

REGINA Y. | Los Angeles, CA

The polling place is close to where | live, but | work
downtown so it takes me a while to get back uptown.
| think the polls should be open early in the morning
and at least one hour later to accommodate those
who work far from home.

FRANK G. | Deerfield Beach, FL
every time | moved , it was a nightmare to re register

JACQUELINE M. | Charlotte, NC

| voted early as | work out of town Monday-Thursday.
Reducing or closing early voting will severely ham-
per my ability to vote at my leisure

MICHAEL J. | Ruther Glen, VA

Other than the third party intimidation, every one
who came to vote had their opportunity to cast their
vote despite the long line.

MICHAEL M. | Littleton, CO

We are mail-in voters in Colorado and dropped our
completed ballots at a regular polling site near our
home. However, many voters we canvassed either
did not get mail-in ballots due to CO Secy of State
Gessler’s action, or thought they would get them
since they got Dem primary ballots in the mail.

SUE L. | Sugar Land, TX

| am white have never had any problems voting,
never asked for ID, treated respectful, however, | have
seen/heard poll workers ask minorities for ID, speak
to them in hostile manner and question then as to
when they voted last. |

CHERYL K. | Blue Springs, MO

Most of the time things are great, but we do not have
bilingual poll workers or for blind folks to vote. They
will go out to a vehicle to allow the handicap to vote.
Most of the time the wait time is minimal except for
Nov ones which can be a 30 minute one.... Could use
more machines then. | have been an election judge.
We must bring out food & drink and eat at the sign in
table at times. We may not leave to vote so we vote
absentee.

BRIAN W. | Gainesville, FL

Florida Governor Rick Scott repeatedly denied
requests from Floridians to extend the early voting
period. Afterwards, Governor Scott publicly stated
that not extending the early voting period in the 2012
election was a mistake, but it’s no coincidence that
Rick Scott acts rigidly along Republican party lines,
nor is it a coincidence that the (Republican dominat-
ed) Florida legislature added many needless Consti-
tution Amendments to the Florida ballot. (Very few
of which got the mandatory 60% majority of votes.)
The early polling precinct | voted at was too small to
handle the crowd at the time | voted, and there were
people far luckier than | was to get a parking spot.

SANDRA D. | Monument, CO

As you may know, Colorado changed at the last
minute that if someone did not vote in the last elec-
tion, they had to re-register if they wanted a mail-in
ballot. Much of our population thought that it was
easy because it could be done online. Many do not
know that we have a large population that has no
experience doing anything on-line. | took my little
card table and sat outside bus terminals, food banks,
shelters, Family Dollar stores, Mercados Latinos, flea
markets... and registered about 400 people on paper.
Most registered “independent” because the elec-
tion was so polarized they did not feel comfortable
with any party. Many said that they would not have
known they weren’t going to receive a mail-in ballot
and many had no idea where to vote. Some where
unable to fill out their own form for physical or other
reasons. | know that we still missed many, many
citizens who did not get a chance to let their voice
be heard. To me, trying to get this group registered
was not easy, was time consuming but very reward-
ing. | felt that | was fighting “voter suppression” for
these citizens. It should not be difficult for anyone to
votel!ll



ELIZABETH C. | Albany, NY

The last time | went to vote, | was very disturbed

by part of the “procedure.” After | was given my
computer ballot sheet, | was asked by the woman
behind the table what the number on the ballot was.
| showed her and she wrote the number down on a
lined tablet. Since voting is supposed to be private,
why is my name and ballot number being recorded?
| asked and she waved me off saying it is just part
of the process. | could not stay argue the point so |
voted and planned to report the incident later. The
next day | set about trying to find out how | report
this, or just find out why it happened and if it is a
legitimate activity. The process of doing so was so
time consuming and complicated (every web site |
went to directed me to someone else) that | gave
up. In my opinion: a) ballot number should NOT be
recorded with voter names for any reason and b)
reporting or questioning these kinds of incidents
should be far easier.

MARY JANE A. | Potomac, MD

| voted early because of a predicted storm on voting
day. The line was very long, and it took over 2 hours
to reach the voting machine.

RITA O. | Minneola, FL

We voted early but my husband had trouble voting
because someone else had already voted for him. We
live in Lake county in FL which is very Republican

so we always vote. If we don’t vote, it is guaranteed
someone else will. We must show official ID’s; how-
ever, this did not stop someone from voting under
my husband’s name. When you live in FL, you're re-
ally not sure your vote counts or is thrown out.

JEAN K. | Bristol, PA

Big white guy thugs shoving flyers in your face. No
help for the handicapped/elderly/special needs.
Some of them could hardly hold a pen, let alone pull
out a photo ID. Unbelievable!

SHARON S. | Evansville, IN

There was one broken machine, however, while |
was there, that wasn’t a problem, as | arrived in the
middle of the day with my Mother, so we could vote
together. There was not handicapped access to

the voting area, sadly, and there were a lot of steps,
which was hard on my Mother (80 years) to climb.
We voted within approximately five to eight minutes
of our arrival, and there were five people ahead of us
when we lined up. As we were leaving, there were
about fifteen people in line, and there were approxi-
mately fifteen machines for voting.

CASSANDRA B. | Richmond, VA

My experience was fine. However, the new voting
laws in Virginia will discourage young ex-cons and
senior citizens without IDs.

KAREN D. | Brooksville, FL

| stood in line with mostly white elderly people for
over 2 hours to early vote. The ballot had too many
initiatives. That alone causes long waits because
most people aren’t prepared to answer without read-
ing each one. | had to quick find a restroom after
voting. That alone would keep many older people
from waiting.

MICHAEL G. | BRONX, NY

It is clear that voters should have at least one week
to vote. Many people cannot necessarily make it to
the polls on a single day of voting.

SONIA L. | Newport Beach, CA
The line was too long.

JACKI M. | Bowling Green, OH

During the 2000 election there were intimidating
people eyeing everyone & there was a 30-minute
wait. Fortunately for me the precinct | reside in is
predominantly white & Republican (I am white & a
Progressive). Therefore, there are always more voting
machines than needed & the wait time is negligible.
| live in a college town (Bowling Green State Uni-
versity) & the students really do need more vot-
ing booths. They could use the extra ones from my
prescient.

MARTHA P. | Portland, OR

My daughter and | have similar names, so when | did
not receive a ballot by mail, | found out that it had
been sent to my daughter’s address. | had to take
the bus, and fill out a ballot in person instead. What
a huge inconvenience! Is this how ballot-by-mail is
supposed to work???

AMANDA Y. | Chesapeake, VA

| waited because it’'s important, but the wait was ap-
prox. 1.5 hours to vote and if | didn’t have an under-
standing boss, | wouldn’t have been able to vote. |
know many people who had to leave the line in order
to get their children to school or get to work (I know
it’s the law you can miss work to vote, but not every-
one will actually make that happen plus many cannot
miss any pay!)

CHARLOTTE J. | Chicago, IL

My polling place is directly across the street from my
house at a Chicago Public School. | have voted in ev-
ery election for the past 44 years. | was asked (and



refused) to present a photo ID at the last election.
Considering that Title Il of the Voting Rights Act had
not been voided | saw no need to present a photo ID,
voting by affidavit is an option in Cook County. What
we need are better informed election judges, instead
of the political hacks that “parrot” whatever they are
told to say.

RICHARD F. | Bonita Springs, FL
For older people. or others with minor disabilities,
not easy to stand in line for over 2-4 hours.

WILLIAM P. | Lehigh Acres, FL

Florida’s early voting in the last election was an ab-
solute train-wreck... and if Rich Scott has his way, it’s
going to be worse in 2014 and let’s not even consider
2016!

PHILLIP W. | West Palm Beach, FL
there were lines around the public library bldg and
people had to wait in the hot sun...

DEBBIE D. | Los Angeles, CA

| used to work as a precinct manager for various
votes for a number of years and was also a voter.
One year, our entire area did not receive their voting
info or polling location in the mail. The area | lived in
was democratic and did have a mixture of ethnicities,
such as Jewish people, Caucasian Christian, Hispanic,
and a small percentage of African Americans & oth-
ers, such as Pilipino, Oriental, & more. Another time,
we were forced to turn so many voters away because
we could not find their names on the voter registry,
that is we were not allowed to allow them to vote.

It was awful! These were mostly Hispanic folks and

| did not know what to do so | made calls and got
nowhere. No one had any answers for me and | had
to give them a map of other polling locations and
they told me that their polling place last year was

at my polling place. Somehow the polling places
were divided and | guess they may have not been
told either. Lines were extremely long that day and
the parking very difficult to find, so | am assuming

to say that many just did not vote because of the
time stress involved in finding a location to vote and
finding parking. In another area, more recently just
as a voter & looking at results | noticed that most,

if not just about all of the black population did not
vote. There are over 450,000 in this community here
and many African Americans. | could barely believe
when | viewed the online results for the Mayor vote
and only saw approximately 9,000 who did vote. |
guess not everyone wanted to vote for an all white,
more extremist type of Christian government so they
just didn’t have a choice but not to vote. There was
no one else on the ballot and no one else to vote for.

Although a smaller community than downtown Los
Angeles or areas of San Fernando Valley the ratio
seemed really low in votage and turnout. Older folks
who have a right to vote who live in nursing homes
also are sort of left out sometimes. If they do not
mail out all the information and packets to areas also,
many will be confused about where to vote. That
may be a problem nationally but | only experienced
this in one area one time. Also, it’s also a matter as to
a choice the people have! If in very solid racial areas
people are only given a choice of a certain type of
judge, mayor, or the like WHO DO THEY VOTE FOR if
the choices all seem like bad choices?

GRETCHEN B. | New York, NY

Presidential election was a nightmare. Long lines all
day; poll workers not allowed to leave at all during
the entire 20+ hour day. Not enough paper bal-

lots, ballots hard to read and use, scanners broke
down repeatedly - scanner voting machines a total
waste of NYS taxpayer dollars (bring back the lever
machines!); Superstorm Sandy made matters worse,
as people from all over the NYC tri-state area were
allowed to vote at other polling sites, so all that had
electricity and not underwater were inundated with
voters from other districts. | hope this never happens
again, but | know it will.

TONI C. | Kew Gardens Hills, NY

We got there to find there was only one ballot ma-
chine working. There were at least 50 people when
we walked in already waiting. The lines went around
the entire room and there was a lot of confusion
about what line one needed to be on. Then, after
finally signing the correct poll book, we had to wait
in another line. Then fill out our ballot and finally
waited on another line just to put it into the voting
scanner.

ANDREA B. | Boca Raton, FL

Since 2000 having just moved to Florida | had stud-
ied the sample ballot carefully (hole punch vs NY’s
voting booth with levers). | wanted to get it right. |
practiced at the polls before voting, pushing all the
way through with my pencil. | asked for help be-
cause | had been clearly told to punch to hole to the
right of the name of the person | was voting for. Al
Gore had 2 holes to the right. The poll worker told
me to push the top one. Well -- that was PAT BU-
CHANAN | learned afterward! When | came outside
everyone was saying, | don’t know who | just voted
for! It was 10 AM. | called Democratic headquarters.
By the 5 o’clock news we all knew about the butter-
fly ballot. Since then, | only vote by absentee ballot!
| have time to peruse the overly complex ballot and
carefully take my time choosing what and who | wish



to vote for. | think we should all vote by absentee
ballot! The Supreme Court, as you know, decided
the 2000 election. The chose to rule that not every
vote counts! | was on chemotherapy at the time, but
got up out of bed and stood with a sign, demand-
ing a recount! | was impassioned. Because this was
unprecedented, the Supreme Court selected the
next President of the United States, and changed the
course of history. Absentee ballots, | pray, are actu-
ally counted. The ease and pressure free method is
for me the only way to vote!

BELVIA J. | Los Angeles, CA

| started out walking across the street at a high
school gym in my neighborhood. It was so crowded
that | decided to go elsewhere, which was a little
better except they didn’t have enough machines. It
was to hectic of an ordeal.

LAURA R. | Brooklyn, NY
Election workers were disorganized.

BARBARA P. | Greensboro, NC

The polling pace was only opened for 1 day.. But
now the Republican appointed election boards in NC
are restricting places that voting takes place. This
will increase the time it takes to vote and the time it
takes to get to the polls. This is horrible for the el-
derly or poor. Drive time increases with distance and
that adds expense to the entire process. Now these
boards are also decreasing the time the polls are
open. Here in NC if you end up at the wrong polling
place, your vote may not count at all. Every rule has
changed. It only makes sense if these boards are
intentionally restricting voting. Barbara Presnell

JESSICA M. | Tempe, AZ

My most recent dilemma with voting occurred in
2009, when it was my first time voting. | had regis-
tered with my address at the time, but since | had
just graduated from high school, | had moved out
into temporary housing before | was able to move
into my dormitory housing. | had moved two days
before it was time for me to go down to the polls, of
which | did not feel there was adequate time to ad-
just the voter registration. The problem came about
when my identification card (state issued) had my
new address on it.

KENT G. | Swansboro, NC

Came in with cane and in pain because of need for
hip replacement. No one ask if | needed a chair or
handicapped voting booth.

THERESA A. | New York, NY
Despite having registered immediately after mov-

ing to the neighborhood two years ago, and having
voted at least once, my name wasn’t listed and | was
able to vote but separately, (not sure how this was
registered.) and this hold up was upsetting to me as
this was an important election to me. (I wanted to
vote for Obama. Dr Theresa Aiello

CINDY S. | Wichita, KS

We did a mail in ballot and mailed both in 1 envelope.
They got mailed back. Sent them in under separate
cover and husband did not send in a copy of Driv-
ers License as it did not say to- or we could not find
that instruction so vote did not count. He has voted
in the same area town for nearly 50 years, same
area for 40 and the same address for over 20. Just
a hassle! Never had to show ID before. Now lines
are very slow and the whole thing is awkward as we
know everyone and it used to be a fun place to see
your neighbors.

SHOMARI J. | Detroit, Ml

Generally my voting experience for Presidential elec-
tions has shown long lines consistently. otherwise
the experience was acceptable. For non-presidential
races, there were no problems.

GLENNA S. | Whitewright, TX

Last midterm elections we arrived at our usual poll-
ing place to find a note on the door. They decided
to move to the next town 8 miles away. My husband
was late for work due to longer lines.

MAXINE J. | Tallahassee, FL

We were directed to 3 different polling areas each of
them were wrong. So after returning home on limited
gas we tried it again the next day we finally con-
tacted someone was finally able to get us where we
needed to be. But we were not going to give up!

ROGER C. | Detroit, Ml

Super long lines outside, confusing when you got

in the building, even more confusing when you got
thru the doors into the big room because there were
many different precincts and no real clear signage
(it was pretty much word of mouth from the people
in front of you as to which line to be in),long waits
before you even got to the table where your precinct
was and then you had to wait for a voting booth to
open up and then you finally got to vote. Altogether
it took me about 3 hours to get in and out.

MATTHEW F. | Minneapolis, MN

There was a very long line out the door at my polling
place. After snaking into the building a poll worker
came through and explained that the line was for
same day registration and there was a shorter line



further up for those who had already registered
(including me!). Still it was a long wait because there
were in a large gym only about 5 voting booths. This
was especially silly since we use optical scan ballots
so no booth is necessary, tables work fine and the
community center has plenty of tables in the closet.
After finally getting a ballot it turned out that there
were not enough working pens because the elec-
tion officials did not buy new pens but left us with a
mismatched assortment of corporate swag, most of
which did not work. | guess the lesson is make sure
to pre-register and take your own pen.

JUDITH A R. | Sunrise, FL

The lines are too long at all polling places in Florida |
have waited in line for more than 3 hours already to
cast my vote.

KATHLEEN Q. | Springboro, OH

waited one hour in line where there was a republican
complaining to everyone in the back of the line about
not being able to approach people in line to had out
flyers, basically complaining to us all about having

to follow the law- she was embarrassing and just SO
REPUBLICAN! John Husted in his (sarcasm) effort to
encourage voters cut the hours to vote, why on earth
does he hold the job he does- his Job, which he
clearly does not understand is to HELP people vote,
NOT HINDER!!

DON C. | Greenville, NC

We, in Greenville, NC, depend heavily on early voting
(as many as 65-75% of the votes cast in the most re-
cent elections were before election day. Our Repub-
lican-dominated State Legislature has just passed the
most regressive anti-Voting Rights Bill that will surely
suppress the vote of 70 y.o. like myself and my most-
ly African Amercan neighbors and friends. Prior to
this draconian legislation, the best turnout we’ve had
was on Sundays, after church. The NC Legislature
has eliinated Sunday voting altogether and reduced
the number of early voting days and discouraged the
convenioence of previous sites (underfunding ac-
complishes similar outcomes as deliberately making
it harder to exercise our franchise by increasing the
distance to arrive @ the polls). My family depends
upon curbside voting due to 2, sometimes 3, women
who are not fully ambulatory. We are deeply con-
cerned that the Tea Party-dominated Boards of Elec-
tions will cut back on staff so as to make voting ac-
cess for the disabled more difficult. don cavellini, for
the Cavellini/Willoughby(African American) family

KAREN G. | Seffner, FL

Lines were incredibly long, it took ad long as 3 to 4
hours just to vote, they were only letting 5 people
vote at a time. Some police presence.

DAVID R. | Sugar land, TX
| witnessed minorities (Asians and Hispanics) being
mocked for having broken English.

SANDY W. | Port St. Lucie, FL

In Florida the ballot was long and confusing. Even if
you researched and marked it ahead of time it took
time to go through the ballot that in my opinion was
designed to be complicated, long and confusing so
you might vote for something you didn’t mean to.
Many people stood in line for hours during early vot-
ing and on election day. | was lucky because | don’t
work and | have a car so we came back for three
days until we found lines a bit shorter. But if you did
work and/or you didn’t have a car you had to wait
because it was difficult if not impossible for these
voters to return to the polls. Of course here in Florida
they want to cut the early voting days and hours.

JENNY C. | Annapolis, MD

| don’t want churches used for polling locations. The
religious people are aggressive and hateful towards
anyone who isn’t a Republican.

BOYD W. | Cape Coral, FL

It took me a little over 3 hours to vote, and | was
comparatively lucky. Many reported 6 or 7 hours.
The ballot was very long, was written in “legalese,”
and they only had one machine to read the ballots.
The people | saw leaving were mostly working age
people who probably had families. I've no doubt that
these problems were knowingly caused by our Re-
publican governor, wanting only votes from elderly
retired people who had the time to spend, and typi-
cally vote Republican. A total outrage!

BARRY F. | Wainscott, NY
Many, many polling places w/ waiting times of 3,4,5,6
hours

ARLENE G. | Fort myers, FL
Had 2 seniors with us....88 and 91 years of age who
had to wait with us

R B. | Los Angeles, CA

steep steps to get to polling place. Signage re: curb
side voting available not visible until right at polling
place and no parking for same.

BEVERLY H. | Columbus, OH

My story was nothing special because | voted early
on a weekday at a time when it wasn’t busy. Howev-
er, my polling place was one of those featured on the
news as having extremely long lines and my husband
had to wait in one.



MONICA W. | Rock Hill, SC
My voting experience was draining. The lines were
very long and there volunteers running all over.

CL G. | Raleigh, NC

| am handicapped and had to get out of my car to
flag someone down to get a ballot. very disorga-
nized.

GEORGE T. | Philadelphia, PA
The governor of my state and the supreme court of
my country have waged war on the right to vote

SHARON E. | Memphis, TN

The machines were old and broken. There was not
enough machines to handle the crowd. They also had
machines that wre not in operation.

WANDA M. | Bronx, NY

| was aware that there were not enough poll workers
so the lines were longer than usual. Also my name
couldn’t be found in the book so | had to use the pa-
per used when that occurs. | noticed that the supply
was very low. These methods of making it difficult
for people to vast we’re quite apparent.

PETER S. | Knox, IN
It took forever to place a simple number of votes at
my local poll place.

DAVE K. | Effort, PA

My Poling place has been moved from 1 mile away to
about 13 miles away from me. My area has a concen-
tration of Democratic voters. many don’t travel to the
new voting location because they commute 4 hrs a
day to NYC from the poconos in PA.

NZINGHA M. | Detroit, Ml

| usual vote at Detroit Election Commission the Sat-
urday before the election. We in the City of Detroit
do not TRUST Detroit Clerk- Janice Winfrey she has
made many mistakes!!! Billboards with the wrong
primary election date.....

ELIZABETH S. | Lehigh Acres, FL

We need more early voting days and hours, more
polling locations, more poll workers and machines.
All the problems were intentionally created by Re-
publicans in FL to supress the vote.

JOHNNY W. | cleveland, TX

The Line Was Long And The People Working The
Voting Pole Were Moving Slow And They Had May
Machines Someone Could Have Used But They Didn’t
And Had Just 2 People Working.

PAUL H. | Chicago, IL

| was told by Mitt Romney’s son that the election
would be held on the subsequent Tuesday of the fol-
lowing week!

DOUG L. | St. Petersburg, FL
In Florida, even in November, standing in line for
hours is bad for your physical health.

DARRELL W. | Hyattsville, MD

| went to the poll to vote in the last election is stood
in the line for at least 5-6 hours.It took me for ever to
get to the poll to vote.

PELAURIA A. | Scottsdale, AZ

| have reason to doubt that my early voting ballot
was ever even counted in Arizona. I'm trying to find
out where my actual polling place is, and it is NOT
posted on Arizona’s website. This SUCKS.

PETER B. | Van Nuys, CA

Since November 2004 | have worked as either a
precinct clerk or precinct inspector in Los Angeles
County, California. Everyone works diligently as a
team. However, the provided equipment frequently
fails to work properly, or if it does work, it works
poorly. The voters usually need to wait less than five
minutes, but if the polls are really crowded, they may
need to wait about 15 minutes, but never longer than
20 minutes. We do our utmost to facilitate curbside
voting for the handicapped and assist anyone who
has language barriers by providing bilingual clerks (I
am fluent in Japanese). For a seventeen-hour day,
the pay for clerks and inspectors are given a pit-
tance; we are also required to attend two to three
hours’ training.

PAULA H. | Rogers, AR

| have sciatic problems and am in pain much of the
time. Standing there for over 2 hours took me 2 days
to recover from. Also, my son and | had a hard time
finding a parking spot.

LORETTA A. | Myrtle Beach, SC
The lines were ridiculously long. If we can file our
taxes online, why can’t we vote online?

DEIDRE C. | New Orleans, LA

There seems to be a pattern that there are insuffi-
cient machines in Federal elections. The number of
voting machines does not vary from elections where
there is little interest to hotly contested elections.
When | wrote to complain to the state election com-
mission, my comment was not acknowledged.



ALICE Y. | Irvington, NJ

| was so overjoyed to see so many people lined up
voting in my polling place, that | did not mind the
wait in the least. We had an opportunity to discuss
what issues mattered to us while waiting in line and
who among the candidates we believed had our best
interest at heart. Clearly there were no Romney fans
at my polling place eventhough the ethnic makeup
was quite mixed. | enjoyed the voting experience.

| heard that other areas were not so organized or
lucky, that is unfortunately for no one should be
stopped from voting but encouraged to vote regard-
less of whom they vote for. Reform is needed even if
not in my area.

EMILY H. | Brooklyn, NY

| had to wait more than 11/2 hours to vote and the
security officer was very controlling. Luckily | was
able to stay and vote but many people had to leave
and either didn’t vote or had to go again in the eve-
ning.

PAUL W. | New York, NY

The polling location/address that was listed in a mail-
ing was changed on election day. It ended up taking
about 30 minutes to find the new location. If | didn’t
have the day off | might not have been able to vote.

MARTIN W. | Frankfurt am Main, CA

lam very fortunate to be a registered Voter in
Alemeda county,California have never experi-

anced irregularties, my only bad experiance was in
Sacramento,California, | was the Election Inspector,
and a drunk racist harrassed me and | had to have a
escort to bring the ballot box to the county recorder.
Othe than that | have not experinance irregularities.
Please stop Voter Repression!

DEE W. | Hampton, VA

No accesiblity for disabled. There were elderly peo-
ple with no where to sit waiting in the cold for hours.
Is this how Americans treat our elders and disabled?
Shameful!!

WALTON S. | Lehighton, PA

Here in Pa. | was told that | needed a Pa. ID with my
picture on it. That was false. After | told them that |
WOULD REPORT THEM TO THE FBI, they let me vo
te.

EARON G. | Marianna, FL
| have weak legs for standing.but had to stand for
awhile before getting inside to vote.

ARTHUR C. | Erie, PA
To the best of my knowledge Pennsylvania does not

have a law that says | have to show my ID (drivers
license). The poll workers still ask for ID which makes
my blood boil!

MASAMI Y. | Miami, FL

took my 72 year old mother with me to vote in the
early election. she could not make it all the way, s o
she waited in the library till i got close to outer door.
it took about 4 hours, but we did vote.

NATHANIEL F. | Richmond, VA

We only had 5 voting machines and 1 of them was
broken. I still don’t understand who we got redistrict
from the 7th district to the 9th. Bobby Scott don’t
need our support up here in Richmond to help him
win his seat. The republicans made sure Eric Cantor
could win the 7TH district by taking out a large area
that he knew would vote against him.

RACHEL G. | Orlando, FL

| voted in Florida, and there was only one week for
early voting and a limited number of polling places.
| am elderly and use a walker so | was able to sit on
it for part of the time | was waiting. My daughter
did not vote because of the long lines and her work
schedule. Many people waited in line over six hours
to vote.

MICHAEL K. | Kalamazoo, Ml

What | have found in watching the way voting is
handled over the last couple decades is that there is
no consistency in the mechanism, unless one counts
consistently poor as a response. We have failed

to automate the process, failed to standardize the
process, failed to make the process clear and easy to
follow and have failed to give voters a single means
of identification free of charge and free of difficulty
in obtaining it. If a person exists and was born in the
US, there should be no other requirement. These
problems have led to confusions, low voter turnout
and people being turned away from exercising their
fundamental rights.  When going to a polling place,
| have presented the card | received from my voter
registration place in my local government office.
Every time it has been refused as a means of iden-
tification. What exactly is its purpose then? Why
are we still using manual ballots? Why are we never
given a receipt, even when we ask? Why can’t things
just be fair, clear, equal and intuitive? We need the
system brought up to the standards of the twenty-
first century.

STEPHEN B. | Manassas, VA

The waiting time at my precinct did not exceed 45
minutes. The precinct at which my fraternity volun-
teered had lines that varied in length from 400+ to



600+ voters. Wait times varied from 3 - 5 hours.
Many voters gave up and left. Most did not. | pro-
vided photos to the office of Congressman Gerald
Connolly.

SIOBHAN WOLF S. | Gahanna, OH
| did not experience any difficulty voting this time. In
the past | have had my ID questioned.

JOSEPH B. | Sunrise, FL
Lines were unnecessary long because early voting
was condensed to a shorter period.

DOUGLAS W. | Severn, MD
My only complaint is the long line and wait time.

YVETTE G. | Kings Mountain, NC

Issue is lack of early voting sites. One site further
away. Shortened number of early voting days. No
Sunday voting. Last Local election poll workers
intimidating voters and telling them they had to
vote for 5 people instead of just the 3 they wanted or
their votes would not count.

CAROL D. | New York, NY
I’'ve seen all these problems...and I’'m a POLL
WORKER.

WILLLIE B. | South Plainfield, NJ

| felt somewhat intimated by the stares from the poll-
ing workers, as they were all white, and | am Black....
some looked like teenagers.

JOHN E. | Grand Coulee, WA

| was upset, because they made me sign my name
twice. | had to drive 50 minutes, just to get to the
court house, then there was a line, then it took them
for ever to get the signing board. It was the exact
same signature.  All that, for nothing. The GOP,
tried to make it so | couldn’t vote, | made sure my
vote was counted. | even warned the democrats in
congress, to send extra people to my county, so the
GOP wouldn’t get away with this again.

PETER M. | Scottsdale, AZ

The polling workers have missed my name on a list
of voters on several occasions and have caused me
to run from polling place to polling place looking

for my name on the roster to find it was there all the
time at the first polling location. It may have been a
simple mistake, but the same things has often been
done deliberately to discourage democratic voters
in Arizona in the past. Additionally The locations of
polling places should be in Public buildings when
ever possible to avoid intimidation based on religious
preference. My polling place has been moved several

times in 20 years. There no reason why it shouldn’t
be held in a town facility or school.

ALAN P. | Littleton, CO

In the Jefferson County, Colorado, poll books, the
early voters were listed separately from the voters
yet to vote. The election judges did not initially real-
ize this. When voters’ names could not be found in
the book, the voters were given provisional ballots
and were allowed to vote that way. Within the first
half hour or so, the election judges had discovered
the two lists in the poll book and were able to find
voters’ names more easily.

CYRILLE P. | Brooklyn, NY
Way too long to get the poll.

MICHELE K. | Central Islip, NY

There were very long lines, and we waited at least
1 hour. There weren’t enough voting machines or
enough poll workers.

KEN G. | Jupiter, FL

50 hours volunteer work for/with 866-Our-vote.org
down in Delray FL. | saw it all, heavy police presence,
lines reaching 3.5 hours long. the works. (Protect
your vote)

KATHY B. | Berlin Center, OH

For the first time in the 34 years that we have lived
in the same location, our polling place was changed
to the volunteer fire department; this was a very
small cramped area for the volume of voters that we
normally get in our area. There was far less help in
the polling place than usual and more confusion. The
machine for vote counting was something new and
did not operate well-it kept kicking the ballots back
out, it took several attempts to get your ballot ac-
cepted. | hope this is not a permanent arrangement.

DONNA W. | St. Louis, MO

Lack of poll workers, polling place options and con-
fusing ballot wording makes voting time dreadful for
even me, a college graduate that knows the impor-
tance of voting!

MARION L. | Brooklyn, NY

At the last minute my polling place was changed to
another location. The signs on the buildings were
confusing and i went to the wrong buiding where
there was no voting. When i arrived at the proper
building, i was lucky, while i was waiting on a very
long line which i did not know if it was the right line,
a poll worker directed me to the beginning of the
line, because of my handicap. So i am giving the vot-
ing scenario mixed reviews.



BRENDA B. | APO AE, NY

| am a teacher for the Department of Defence In
Germany. Voting here is always a lot of extra work.
Democrats Abroad always helps as many people

as possible here with it’'s get out the vote efforts.
Someone in my position has to be totally committed
to voting to stay in touch with this process. When
states decide that we have to re-register every year
from abroad that is obviously only an effort to keep
our Democratic constituency from voting. | would
like to see huge efforts made to make it easier, not
harder, for me and for the Patriots in the Armed
Forces to vote. It is a good thing that Dems Abroad
exists or less voting in the Services of the country
would be taking place each time there is an election.
But more controls on changing the rules for us to
prevent states from keeping us out of the process
would be a good thing to do.

WALLACE R. | Cazadero, CA

My first year in Cazadero, CA and | went to the poll-
ing place at the FireStation there. The clerk looked
up my name and exclaimed, “Your a DEMOCRAT”?
Several people in the polling place looked at me as
if | had committed a murder. | signed up for Vote by
Mail, and have voted that way for the past 30 years.
Some still stare at me if | should visit the Post Office,
the General Store or the Hardware.

WILLIAM W. | Houston, TX

Most of the people working their were of the el-
ephant partywhite,with killer stares because i'm a
member of the donkey party who only vote at this
polling place.

TINA S. | Sarasota, FLI'm speaking as a poll watch-
er for the Democratic Party. Our highly partisan
republican supervisor of elections put in a complete
incompetent clerk in the predominantly black polling
station. She made so many mistakes and when |
questioned her she called the SOE who threw me out
of the polling station. It was reprehensible!

DINAH P. | Suitland, MD

The line was outside of the door in the elementary
school where, | was able to vote. The line ran along
the longest route of the inside of the elementary
school. There were about 15 machines once in the
polling area but | believe that the setup for vot-

ing could be done differently; so that more of us
can vote and not have to stand in long lines. There
should be a separate line for the elderly and one for
the handicapped. There should be more than fifteen
voting machines to speed up the voting process.

REBECCA H. | New York, NY

The poll workers asked for IDs. They weren’t try

to prevent anyone from voting, | don’t think. They
wanted to read the person’s name from the ID rather
than ask for it. It was disconcerting, however, after
all the controversy over voter ID laws. It seemed like
the workers were poorly trained.

ELIZABETH O. | Honolulu, HI

Our ballot was deliberately confusing. We reported
it but were told there had been mistakes made when
the ballots were printed. Also, now with a voting
suppression bill here in Hawaii, it will be very difficult
for me to vote because I've been divorced and have
to get elaborate documentationf dating back to 1976
from 3 different states!

RENEE B. | O’Fallon, MO

| lived abroad during the year of the election. During
my summer holiday in the US | had checked that |
was registered. | was assured that all data was pro-
vided and accurate. | was told that the ballot should
arrive in plenty of time for me to vote and return my
ballot to the proper election site. | waited through-
out September but no ballot envelope arrived. |
emailed my election site and was assured that the
ballot had been sent. | waited throughout most of
September, then telephoned a relative (my sister)

to check. She did. Same results. | finally called the
election authorities and then realized that | could
possibly vote at the embassy in Helsinki, Finland.
They said | could not come to the embassy, but they
would send me a ballot. | am still waiting for the
ballot to arrive, several years later! The ballot from
St. Charles election site finally arrived but left only a
few days in which to return to St. Charles, my voting
precinct. | finally sent it at a high cost in postage. |
doubt that it was ever counted. Sr. Renee Brinker

MIKE H. | Houston, TX
Poll-watchers felt intimidating in their presence.

NATALIE G. | Decatur, GA

To renew my license | have to show 5 different forms
of identification. Just to get my drivers license re-
newed!!! This will affect my ability to vote!!!

BENJAMIN O. | Palmetto Bay, FL

| had to wait 3 and a half hours to vote. There were
thousands of people in line. The problem was they
had 5 machines and they were only using 2. This was
ridiculous. Of course | am happy | voted.

AMY B. | Spring Hill, KS
| was not asked for ID, but the Latino woman who
followed me in line was. | cannot express how furious



| was. The woman, however, acted resigned to it all.
SAD COUNTRY.

CHERLYN P. | lakeland, FL
Limited parking spaces.

IRIS P. | Poughkeepsie, NY
Several of us were given incorrect information, incor-
rect forms and miss directed. | live Upstate New York.

MATT E. | Sarasota, FL
In some places in FL the line was 12 hours long and
people did not get to vote until after midnight.

MONICA S. | Fishers, IN

The biggest problem | had was the wait because it

is difficult for me to stand for a long period of time.
We in Indiana have early voting but some of the loca-
tions have been limited or closed.

KATHERINE D. | Moseley, VA

My story isnot significant in that i was able to vote,
it wasmy very first time and | do not get intimidated
easily. But ther were people who could have yused
assistance and it wasnot availbale..Imade calls ac-
cross country for CA , Ma Fl and support reforms for
all. A drivers license need not to beaskedfor any ID
card should suffice, I'll be glad to help go take ap-
plications and pictures where needed. Let’s evryone
have EQULA opportunity and ability to exercis etheir
voting rights.

JUANA C. | No Plainfield, NJ

| moved from a predominately AA area where their
were very long lines not enough poll workers trying
experience for the elderly mothers with babies an
people that had to work, to a new county that was
white conservative a few years ago no lines sev-

eral poll workers the experience was like night and
day every need was accommodated for, toward me
it seemed that the poll worker were cold and not
friendly, | felt out of place. but what got me was no
lines open very early and walking distance from my
house, what a difference what white people have
and the poor are so very inconvenience for the same
constitutional right. At times | am so ashamed of this
country 2013 and we still have emancipation with
out a fair plan. We need to organize a boycott these
corporation that treat us so poorly as well as these
hateful GOP Gov who denigrates us.

LARRY G. | Boston, MA
The wait was eentirely too long

MARY P. | Midland, GA
During the last presidential elections the number of

places to vote decreased. This made the wait longer
and a greater distance from where | live.

JAMES H. | Rockville, MD

| was only able to vote by arriving one hour before
the polls opened. If | had arrived any later like my
brother, my wait would have been over two hours.
The polling place was run well, but was inadequate
for the volume of voters.

CHRISTOPHER W. | Brooklyn, NY

With that long of a wait to vote, | seriously consid-
ered whether it was worth it or not. | almost didn’t
bother.

ISAAC W. | Cleveland, OH

During last year’s general elections was the first time
| witnessed the unwillingness of the poll workers at
my polling place to assist voters who did not speak
english well enough; | stood in a line behind a span-
ish speaking gentleman who had recently moved into
the precinct and was grilled by a poll worker who
kept asking for multiple forms of ID with his address
on it, hoping he did not belong there; after he pro-
duced his driver’s license,a utility bill, and a couple of
pieces of other mail with his new address on it was
he allowed to vote - but the poll worker was really
rotten to him.

SHARON M. | Trenton, NJ
First they said | was at wrong site and couldn’t fine
my name

LEROY P. | Sterling Heights, Ml

| am an experienced Election Chairperson in Michi-
gan. The Secretary of State ordered a delay tactic

in 2012, ordered asking an unauthorized citizen-

ship question. A lawsuit was filed, posted online at
http://www.aclumich.org/sites/default/files/check-
boxcomplaint.pdf | provided a statement in that
lawsuit, posted online at  http:/medicolegal.tripod.
com/michiganvotersuppressionplettendeclarationex-
hibit7g.pdf | was evidently the only Election Chair-
person to provide a statement. Michigan’s Attorney
General moved to strike my declaration. The federal
judge denied the motion to strike. Indeed, in the
Court’s Preliminary Injunction, the federal court cited
my declaration at page 13, posted online at http://
www.mied.uscourts.gov/Opinions/bormanpdf/12-
14M4Johnson.pdf On my own initiative, to prevent
long delays in line, which can be up to an hour, |
have taken the following pro-active steps, including
but not limited to: handing out applications to vote
to the entire line waiting in line for filling out before
arriving at the election table; posting sample ballots
by taping them to the wall and entrance; increasing



number of voting booths from the normal ten or so
up to twenty-five, by informing voters they could

use ANY available desk or space in the school room,
i.e., that they did not HAVE TO wait until an “of-
ficial” voting booth became available. Many voters
availed themselves of that option. Letting twenty-
five people vote at one greatly speeds up the line!
thus avoiding preventable delays. My background
is history. | have written a history of voter disen-
franchisement, posted online at http:/medicolegal.
tripod.com/dwb.htm , with suggestions for “fighting
back” on disenfranchisement. This includes suggest-
ing that people with a pro-voter attitude become
election staff, so as to be on-site able to resist and
countermand suppression activities.

VALERIE B. | Miami, FL
Lines were extremely long and the wait was exces-
sive.

TARINA L. | Indianapolis, IN

My husband and | are interracial and bought a house
in 2009 in a neighborhood that has some diversity.
For some reason, nearly every single election (prima-
ry or main) has been moved to a different location.
Last year’s primary the “notification postcard” was
not received timely and | drove to FOUR different
locations being told where | was once again moved
to. The last one was a white country club tucked
away- | parked quickly and saw someone retreat into
the building so | RAN to the door which they locked
at 5:58pm instead of 6pm! | don’t run, but after being
bounced from a church to an elementary school to a
middle school to a country club, | was serious about
voting in the primary and yet was still denied. During
the actual election, my husband and | waited in line
with our son for longer than we have ever had to. We
had planned on having him to daycare in time- as
usual- but instead it took so much longer that he was
late (as we were for work across town).

VALERIE R. | Charlotte, TN

we live in a small tennessee town. we are 2 white
women and we have an adopted daughter who is
african-american and 26 years old. we have always
gone to the polling place together. both my partner
and i went through the line with no problem. when
our daughter stepped up to the desk they “couldn’t
find her name in the book.” after voting and seeing
that she still was at the poll worker’s desk, my part-
ner stepped up behind her and asked, “sweetheart,
is there a problem?” All of a sudden they “found” her
name in the book and she voted.

DIANE W. | Buckhead, GA
We were OK but now they want to change the voting

places from 11 to 5. | call that voter suppression. You
know the places they are closing will affect the older
and black Americans.

KIM M. | Bowie, MD

In the 2012 election, | voted on the first day of early
voting in Maryland. | arrived 30 minutes BEFORE
polls opened. | stood in line for FIVE HOURS to
vote! | know of people who were not physically able
to stand in line for that length of time or who had
work schedules that prevented such a long wait.
There were not enough voting machines. Early vot-
ing needs to be expanded, not reduced. And there
need to be UNIVERSAL VOTING LAWS AND PRO-
CEDURES in all aspects of voting (i.e., early voting,
absentee ballots, etc.)

LYNN S. | Margate, FL

i feel governor rick scott deliberately shortened the
early voting time so democrats that are the majority
of early voting would be prevented to!!!

RHONDA F. | Bowie, MD

| voted after work at my city library. | took my chil-
dren who were 12 and 7 at the time. We waited in line
for 4 hours to vote. My daughter fell asleep and | had
to put her in the car to rest. The line was so long that
my friend and | had to take turns getting out of line
to watch her before we finally got a chance to vote.
A nice person in line saved the spot so that we could
both vote that night. It was totally ridiculous the time
we had to wait. However, everyone there was patient
and cooperative.

CATHLEEN T. | Woodbury, TN

My difficulty came *before* | voted. | relocated from
Michigan to Tennessee in August 2012. In research-
ing what | needed to bring to change my driver’s
license, | discovered that | now needed to show my
birth certificate (unlike when | moved in 2000 from
California to Michigan, when all | needed to show
was my California driver’s license). When | tried to
find my birth certificate - the original copy, which
was actually issued to my mother upon my birth - it
was not where | thought it was, and no amount of
searching could turn it up. So | researched how |
could get an official copy of my birth certificate from
San Diego, and discovered that the fee charged by
the San Diego County Registrar was approximately
$40. But if | wanted it any time that year (in other
words, in time to register as a voter before election
day), | would need to go through a third party who
would “expedite” it and send it to me. This “expe-
dited” service would cost approximately $70, not
including the extra $20 cost of “express” shipping
the final document to me. But first, | needed to get a



statement *notarized* attesting to my identity, which
cost $5, plus $10 to have the notarized document
faxed to the third party “expediters,” plus the $30

in gas it cost me to get to a notary who could also
fax the document. That one document ended up
costing me $175. | live on Social Security Disability.
It took me more than three years to save enough just
to move, and the donated help of at least a dozen
people to accomplish that. The $175 came out of my
food budget, and | ate oatmeal and chicken broth
for two months. | can just imagine the difficulty
faced by people who don’t have even the meager
resources | am fortunate enough to have. A birth
certificate is a punitive, onerous requirement, espe-
cially disenfranchising poor people. If | have already
proven my identity to the federal government (I had
to show my birth certificate to get a Social Secu-
rity card, after all.), and in two different states, why
should | have to prove it yet again in a third? Is this
not the *United* States?

BARBARA L. | Saint Albans, NY

Because of Sandy more people were sent to my area
to vote. They didn’t send more people pole people
with them. So | waited for two hours on line. This is
the longest | ever had to wait. |;ve been voting since |
was 18, | am 58!

DIANA T. | New London, WI

Scott Walker of Wisconsin is now going to have
people placed at polling places to watch over voters.
This is intimidation in another form.

PATRICIA W. | Columbia, SC

| feel that it could have moved along quicker if there
had been another voting machine, but my wait was

easy compared to others here in Columbia, SC, who
had a 6-7 hour wait.

SHEILA M. | Piscataway, NJ

The 2012 presidential election was the 1st. time we
ever encountered long lines in order to vote and we
have been voting for over 45 years. I’'m hoping this
will not occur again.

MARY S. | Rochester, NY
There were several election districts and it was dif-
ficult to ascertain where to line up.

STEFAN T. | Arlington Heights, IL

First, | know my experience is nowhere near as bad
as those of other people. The only issue was that the
signature in the poll book was decades old. For some
reason, this year, the poll worker decided that the
signatures didn’t match. | was able to convince them
that it was old and that | was me but it took a little
effort.

VALERIE L. | Chicago, IL

| was an early voter, however, when | got to the
polling place there was a block long line to wait to
vote. This was not my regular voting place but it was
the closest from my JOB. Even the elderly people
older than myself had to wait and with no assistance.
Once we got in to vote, my vote was cast ok but my
friend’s vote may or maynot counted because the
machine broke down and the voting personnel said
that it need ribbon. So this was a long evening.

BRIAN N. | Windermere, FL

Ballot scanner was broken and they had to wait for
another one. In the meantime they collected ballots
in a box and told people they could leave and they
would scan them in when the replacement machine
got there. Obviously, | was concerned by this pro-
cedure and | waited until | could scan my ballot in
personally.

LISA & MARK H. | Glenarden, MD

My husband & | were so glad to be voting for a Presi-
dent we truly felt cared about all races of people, we
didn’t mind the very long wait in line!

KELLIE R. | Kent, OH

We voted on Sunday because we work and take
classes so we weren’t available during the vot-

ing hours on Tuesday. The line was VERY long and
there were a lot of black voters. | must say | enjoyed
meeting all the other Democrats from the area and
commiserating about the political issues in this coun-
try. It was a sacrifice to give up almost 3 hours on a
Sunday just to exercise our right to vote but we think
it is very important.

THELMA T. | Chicago, IL

My ward was changed without providing me with
prior notice. When | went to the new polling place,
the poll workers had to call downtown to confirm
which ward | actually belonged in. Their books were
not updated. Can u imagine the confusion when u
multiple this problem by the number of voters coun-
trywide...

STEPHEN S. | Bonita Springs, FL

Everyone had to wait over 2hrs to vote and with the
voter backup things started to go wrong. The polls
not being prepared for the back up, made people
have to wait even longer.

ELIZABETH H. | Beaumont, TX

False information was being promoted on major
media here, giving the impression that voter ID
was required. When | called out the media, it did
not stop saying voter ID was required, No retrac-
tions/corrections were made on air, only one media



outlet | confronted, eventually put the proper info

in fine print at the bottom of a lengthy article on its
website. | live in a “minority majority” city; | live in a
“majority minority” neighborhood that tends to vote
for Dems. Although | am white, | felt intimidated by a
white poll observer because | was wearing an Obama
t-shirt. He made a point of asking me my name
repeatedly, even though the other poll workers had
already verified my voter’s registration card. He also
appeared to monitor my voting over my shoulder.
As | was leaving, he asked my name AGAIN. The one
time | had to vote outside my neighborhood, it was
in an affluent white neighborhood here that typically
votes for Republicans. White people in the line were
making loud, inappropriate comments about “make
sure you vote for the ‘RIGHT’ candidate’ -- a not so
thinly veiled threat to anyone who might be voting
for Dems. The all white poll workers said nothing to
these people who were repeating this mantra as the
line moved forward.

CATHY R. | Newport, RI

First we had redistricting in Rhode Island and some
voting places in Newport were no longer available.
Voting locations were pooled together. | got there
early, 8:15 AM. By the time | voted and left the lines
were down the street and around the corner on an-
other street. It stayed that way all day. Many people
did not know that their polling place had been
moved. | can see why many people got frustrated
and left, not voting. Allowing multiple days to vote
would solve a lot of the problems.

PATRICIA B. | Bloomington, IN

While | had no difficulty voting myself, | volunteered
to register voters for two or three months before the
election. It was a laborious process because of the
Voter ID law in Indiana that disenfranchised many
local voters.

TRACY P. | Catonsville, MD

My polling place was at my local elementary school
in Baltimore county. | arrived around 1 pm. Two sepa-
rate districts were set to vote there, one in the gym
the other in the cafeteria. It was not clear which dis-
trict was to vote in which location. The other district
had nearly no line, the local district was quite busy. |
waited for over two hours to vote. Eventually workers
sorted some of the people out of the line. | was dis-
appointed there was no signage and it was unclear
for many which room they were supposed to vote in.
When | finally made it to the gymnasium | was pretty
annoyed and it only got worse. After waiting more
than two hours in a line that barely moved | naturally
presumed there must not have been enough polling
machines. However, that wasn’t the case at all. There

were a dozen machines but only up to three people
at a time were voting. The reason being there were
only three workers confirming people’s information
so that they could vote. There were four other work-
ers making sure people didn’t have trouble using the
machines or try to bother anyone. Another handed
out “I voted” stickers. Again, that means there were
9 machines not filled at any given time. | watched
people leave for fear of reprimand from their em-
ployers. There was no reason for all of this confusion.
Those machines should have all been filled. A two
hour wait was unacceptable.

DONNA C. | Virginia Beach, VA

| arrived early around 6:00a.m. to avoid staying in
line for an extensive period of time. However | experi-
enced a 40-60 minute wait.

MEREDITH C M. | Jackson, MS

We vote at Precinct 68 in Jackson, MS and we
haven’t encountered any serious issues beside long
lines during Presidential Elections.

LOURDES B. | East Palo Alto, CA
Well the lines were to long. | arrived early but others
in back of me had to wait.

SUSAN G. | Davis, CA

| worked as poll worker on UC Davis campus. Many
students were disenfrancised because the “absen-
tee ballot” system is confusing -many thought they
could turn in their out of town ballots at any polling
place- wrong -the CA election law requires ballots to
be returned only in county of origin.Voter registration
is @ major cause of confusion. Students registered in
other CA counties or states believed they could vote
in federal elections at any polling site in the country.
Election education even on college campuses is very
poor. Imagine the confusion for your average un-
educated voter. | think voter registration must be re-
formed to allow same day registration in every state.
In particulr, why are states allowed to impose their
own rules in presidential elections? We need uniform
national election rules for presidential elections

J. W. T. | Chicago, IL

| attemped to vote early three times. the first two
times the lines were too long and there was no
nearby parking. On my third attempt which was the
last day for early voting | waited nearly two hours
and finally got to vote. This needs to be corrected.

SHEILA J. | COLUMBIA, SC

Soldiers in uniform were not given the option to go
to the front of the line. Some were going to work
afterward. Poll workers were not willing to make such



a decision. One older lady became dizzy standing in
line, she was placed in a wheelchair and still had to
wait pending her place in line

TERI N. | Columbus, OH, OH
people were toldthey were at the wrong polling
place and sent to another place to vote.

PAUL D. | Newport, NH

As someone who is disabled and can’t drive, even
just the basic steps already in place to register and
vote can be difficult. Adding hurdles, which are bla-
tantly partisan, would only make voting less feasible.

KATHRYN S. | Pittsburgh, PA

| have worked at a polling place here in Pittsburgh,
PA for several years. Requiring a formal ID is expen-
sive and unnecessary. When any one comes to a
polling place in PA, they have to show an ID and sign
a card which we compare to the signature they pro-
vided when they started to vote or when they moved
their current polling place. Many people here in their
70’s and 80’s began to vote when they were young
and have lived in their same home since their 20’s.
We have never had a problem with someone trying
to vote when they were not able. | would love to see
a much more common approach to voting through
the United States. This whole issue is just an attempt
to keep the elderly and people of color from voting.
By the way | am white and | USED to be a moderate
Republican. There is no where for us with the crazy
people who are trying to ruin this company

NIK K. | San Diego, CA
| had to wait in line for an hour, it should be less then
10 min.

MIKE H. | Sarasota, FL

The wait was an hour. The wait in 2010 was three
minutes. | drove to the polling location three times,
before | decided | would tough it out and wait in line.
| voted early, but since the legislature and Scott cut
back the number of days by 8, it just made it a less
than favorable experience.

NIKKI S. | Columbus, OH

Last year | was living in North Carolina and voted

in Charlotte. | made sure to register in time and |
looked up where my voting location was. | took off
time from work to go vote. Except when | got to

my polling location it was closed. There was a sign
that said it had been relocated to a location WAY
outside of my neighborhood. | had walked to the
first location, but now | had to get on a train to the
next. It was way too far to walk. | had to call my boss
and tell her | would be even later. | had to go several

neighborhoods over to my new polling location. It
was extremely frustrating because | looked up my
polling location that day and it had given me the
closed polling place as my location. | was also upset
that there wasn’t a polling location in my area. Luck-
ily, my boss was understanding, but | felt awful that |
had to take off more time and | feel like a lot of other
people wouldn’t have the flexibility and just wouldn’t
vote. Finally, | will add, though | think these issues are
extremely important no matter the neighborhood,

it may be worth noting this was a primarily African
American and/or low income neighborhood.

NIKK C. | Bronx, NY
you have Flintsones (elderly poll workers)operating
in a jetsons era w/ no Elroy Jetson around

KATHY LYNN K. | Ft Myers, FL

My neighbors of color were confused at the polls and
before voting by “eligibility” issues, identification is-
sues and a very long and confusing ballot. My latino
friend was treated disrespectfully by person working
in the voter registration office. Also, they did not
correct my address in time for the election so | am
not sure they counted my vote.

BEVERLY H. | Dayton, OH

Our polling location keeps getting pushed farther
and farther away from our home. The polling location
was very crowded and we did have to wait a little
while. Machines were broken so that made the wait
longer.

MARILYN G. | Brooklyn, NY

It was cold and windy. The lines were around the
schoolyard and down the block. After about 1 hour
they let seniors go ahead of the line. There was con-
fusion as to whether people were on the right line for
their district.

MICHEAL C. | College Park, GA

The voting place was a 30 minute drive from my
home. Not enough voting places in the community.
All of the personal ID | had to present inorder to get
registered was at best ridiculous.l can go anywhere
and make a purchase and get a receipt, why not after
| vote !! after all of the stupid rules and regs..why
not?

VIRGINIAE D. | Matthews, NC

Just waiting in long lines.However | am determined.|
have voted since age 18 and | am 72.| have also
worked the polls,because in all my years there were
no people of color working.l challenged that.Thats
how | became involved.| vote in every election ,| also
encourage people to do the same.My mother lived



in another state ,sc she went to heaven this year in
march.She was 93 and voted in every election and
took people to the polls.We wrote a letter to you
before she died but there was no return letter from
your office.l have a daycare and | am always encour-
aging and taking people to the polls.| votedmearly
in another polling place but | live 5 minutes away.
My prayers and support will always be there.l just
wanted her to know that the White House appreci-
ated her support before she passed away!She was a
great person and lived to see an African American
President and wanted to work extra hard to make
that happen.thank you,Virginia E.Davis,1116 Somersby
Ln.,Matthews,NC 28105.] am also a financial sup-
porter!

VALERIE S. | San Diego, CA

Watching returns, vote for Prop 8 Anti-Gay in Ca
was flipped; gap for Council Wayne was widened;
ROV arrested poll observer; ROV made rural com-
munities mail in vote when could have voted and
counted locally re Blackwater; our ROV is a Diebold
ex-employee; we have 4 Diebold computer polls on
3 mile-road, 2 next to each other and another 2 next
to each other; our ROV bubbled in votes for Repub-
lican Mayor Murphy, discounted write-in names for
Donna Frye without bubbles; ROV blocked a recount
for Rep. Francine Busby; changes polling places
often to obscure private homes and churches, tak-
ing them out of well-known public schools and rec
centers; woman from True the Vote came to public
libraries attempting to suppress voters by asking
people to poll watch and stop unions from helping
people vote; legalization ceremony at which we try
to register people to vote often has date changed at
last minute; police arrested people trying to register
people to vote at Occupy protest in City Hall Civic
Center; business, media and law enforcement just
falsely over-prosecuted our newly-elected Mayor out
of office; FBI and locals conspired to falsely pros-
ecute first Dem-majority 3 City Council out of office,
one died, one was exonerated by Judge after false
jury verdict; ROV will not i